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SEASON’S GREETINGS 
FROM OUR CHIEF FIRE 
OFFICER
As another year draws to a close, I would 
like to take the opportunity to reflect on the 
incredible work and achievements of Mid 
and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
throughout 2024. This edition of Calon Tân 
takes you on a journey month by month, 
showcasing the dedication, resilience, and 
community spirit that shape and define our 
Service. 

From the challenges of winter to the successes of 
summer, and the partnerships and initiatives that 
have strengthened our mission, every story on 
these pages is testament to the hard work of our 
operational crews, control room staff, corporate 
staff and partners. The unwavering commitment 
to keeping our communities safe does not go 
unnoticed, and this year has been no exception. 
A special thank-you goes to all those working over 
the festive period, ensuring that help is always at 
hand for those who need it most. Your sacrifices, 
especially at this time of year, embody the true spirit 
of our Service. 

As we prepare to welcome 2025, let us take a 
moment to celebrate the milestones we’ve reached 
together and the lives we’ve impacted. Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed to our successes this 
year—your efforts continue to make a real difference. 

Wishing you all a safe, happy, and restful Christmas.

Roger Thomas
Chief Fire Officer KFSM
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DONATION OF LEGACY 
FIREFIGHTING KIT TO THE 
PHILIPPINES
The Service donated approximately 4,500 
items of legacy firefighting equipment 
to firefighters in the City of Manila in the 
Philippines, through Operation Florian.
 
Operation Florian - named after Saint Florian, the 
patron saint of firefighters - was established in the 
UK in 1995.  The charity promotes protection of life 
worldwide by providing equipment and training to 
improve firefighting, first aid and rescue capabilities.

Team members from Operation Florian visited 
MAWWFRS’s Earlswood Fire Training Centre to 
receive a donation of legacy firefighting clothing, 

no longer worn by Service crew members. Team 
members filled an entire 40ft shipping container with 
approximately 4,500 items of equipment, including 
tunics, leggings, flash hoods and helmets.

FULL ARTICLE

ANTARCTIC FIRE 
ANGELS COMPLETE 
AN EXTRAORDINARY 
EXPEDITION
Firefighters Rebecca Openshaw-Rowe from 
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
and Georgina Gilbert from South Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service completed their 
extraordinary Antarctic expedition.

Rebecca and Georgina – otherwise known as the 
Antarctic Fire Angels – embarked on their expedition 
at the beginning of November 2023 and reached 
their final destination on January 12th 2024.  They 
have walked and skied over 1,200km in 52 days, 
from the coast of Antarctica to the South Pole - the 
equivalent of 29 marathons!

The Antarctic Fire Angels are the first people ever 
to complete their chosen route and their expedition 
was entirely unguided and unassisted, whilst pulling 
their own supply and equipment sleds – each 
weighing over 100kg. In addition to covering this 
incredible distance, they have had to endure the 
extreme conditions of the coldest place on Earth 
- with temperatures reaching as low as -30°C and 
wind speeds of up to 60mph.

Their expedition took over four years of careful 
planning and training, and one of the principal aims 
was to challenge gender stereotypes and to inspire 
future generations of women. 

Rebecca and Georgina are fantastic role models for 
women and girls to pursue a career in whichever 
field they choose and have provided advice and 
support to women undergoing the firefighter 
recruitment process.

Everyone at Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service congratulates Rebecca and Georgina on 
their incredible achievement.

READ MORE

JANUARY

Newgale Public House Fire 

Crews responded to a fire within a two-storey 
building measuring approximately 15m x 30m used 
as a public house with accommodation above.
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https://operationflorian.org.uk/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/donation-of-legacy-firefighting-kit-to-the-philippines/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/newgale-public-house-fire-16-01-24/


LIFESAVING COMMUNITY 
DEFIBRILLATORS 
INSTALLED AT FIRE 
STATIONS
The work to install new public access 
defibrillators (PAD) at 23 of Mid and West 
Wales Fire and Rescue Service’s (MAWWFRS) 
Fire Stations was completed – which now 
means that all of our Fire Stations are located 
within 500 metres of a PAD.
 
Throughout the month, we shared some of our new 
PADs across social media to encourage the public 
to be more defib aware and learn that defibrillators 
are simple and safe to use, with no prior training 
required to operate one. When you dial 999, the 
call taker will instruct you on where the nearest 
registered defibrillator is located and a code to open 
the cabinet if required.

This has been made possible through a partnership 
with Save a Life Cymru (SALC) and the Welsh 
Ambulance Services NHS Trust (WAST), which 
identified 23 MAWWFRS Fire Stations that were not 
in close proximity to a PAD.

FULL ARTICLE

LLANDEILO SHOW & 
TELL DAY, A ROARING 
SUCCESS!
On Saturday, 10th February, Llandeilo Fire 
Station held their first of three recruitments 
‘Show and Tell’ days. 

During the day, potential new recruits had the 
opportunity to meet the crew and discuss the 
requirements and entry process for becoming 
an On-Call firefighter. Those interested had the 
opportunity to experience using some of the Point 

of Entry Test equipment, and gain vital safety 
advice from Elinor Goldsmith, MAWWFRS School 
Education Officer.  

The day was a great success, with five potential 
new candidates expressing an interest in joining 
the Service. The station even received a visit from 
Mayor of Llandeilo, Christoph Fischer! 

Huge thank you to Watch Manager David Lewis 
and the rest of the crew at Llandeilo station, 
including Station Liaison Officer’s (SLO) Dan Ward 
and Emyr Davies, and finally Elinor Goldsmith and 
former Watch Manager John Herman for their help 
throughout the day. 

FEBRUARY

READ MORE

Min y Môr Property Fire

On Wednesday, February 21st, the Llanelli, 
Tumble, Gorseinon, Pontiets, Carmarthen and 
Morriston crews were called to an incident in 
Min y Môr, Llanelli. 
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/lifesaving-community-defibrillators-installed-at-fire-stations/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/min-y-mor-property-fire-21-02-24/


OSPREYS’ PLAYERS 
SWITCH THE RUGBY 
PITCH FOR THE FIRE 
GROUND!
On Wednesday, 20th March, members of the 
Ospreys Seniors Rugby team joined us at 
Earlswood Training Facility for a firefighter 
Experience Day. 

Welsh Rugby Players Association (WRPA) reached 
out to Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
(MAWWFRS) regarding its Personal Development 
Programme (PDP) which assists players in 
achieving a good sporting/lifestyle balance during 
their careers, in doing so it ultimately makes the 
transition out of their professional playing career 
and into future employment as smooth as possible.  

PASSING OUT PARADE: 
MID AND WEST 
WALES FIRE AND 
RESCUE SERVICE’S 
LATEST WHOLETIME 
FIREFIGHTERS
On Thursday, March 21st, a Graduation 
Ceremony and Passing Out Parade was held 
by Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service (MAWWFRS) for the latest cohort of 
Wholetime Firefighters. 

Held at the Service’s Earlswood Training Centre, 
the event was an opportunity to reflect on and 
celebrate the amazing achievements of the 12 
individuals - known collectively as Squad 01/24 

- who have recently completed their On-Call to 
Wholetime conversion course, and in the company 
of their friends and families. 

Following an extensive recruitment process where 
a variety of challenges were met as part of a 
rigorous selection process, Squad 01/24 began 
their eight-week residential course on January 25th.

During the course, they developed the skills and 
attributes needed to undertake their new roles as 
Wholetime Firefighters.  

The Ceremony included the Parade of Recruits, 
where they were joined by the Service’s Colour 
Party, and an Inspection of the Recruits by Chief 
Fire Officer Roger Thomas, Chair of Mid and 
West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority, Councillor 
Gwynfor Thomas and Head of Training Delivery, 
Stuart Bate.  Several Drill Yard Displays were then 
held to fully illustrate the emergency response 
skills each member of the Squad has developed 
during their training, which were followed by a 
Presentation of Certificates and Awards. 

MARCH

FULL ARTICLE

READ MORE

Flooding Rescue in Swansea 

On Tuesday 13th March, crews from Llanelli 
and Swansea Central Fire Stations were 
called, follwoing reports of a vehicle stranded 
on Pont Y Cob Road, Swansea.
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https://www.ospreysrugby.com/
https://www.wrpa.co.uk/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/ospreys-players-switch-the-rugby-pitch-for-the-fire-ground-for-a-day/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/flooding-rescue-by-llanelli-and-swansea-central-crews/


CELEBRATING 150 YEARS 
OF THE FIRE AND RESCUE 
SERVICE IN NEWTOWN 
The crew at Newtown Fire Station marked 
a remarkable milestone in their history, by 
celebrating 150 years of the Fire and Rescue 
Service in the town.   
 
On Saturday, April 6th, a special celebration event 
was held at the Fire Station which brought together 
current and former members of Service staff, as well 
as invited guests. 

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service’s 
Chief Fire Officer Roger Thomas opened the event 
and spoke about the history of the Fire and Rescue 
Service in Newtown and its formation. 

In April 1874, the Newtown Volunteer Fire Brigade 
was formed, and it has been through several 
iterations since then.  In 1948, the Denbighshire and 
Montgomeryshire Joint Fire Service was formed 
following the National Fire Service handing over 
fire control to regional county and county borough 
services.  In 1974, each of the newly-formed County 
Councils maintained their own, separate Fire and 
Rescue Services and in 1996, the Dyfed, Powys and 
West Glamorgan Fire Brigades were merged by the 
Welsh Government Wales Act 1994 to create Mid 
and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service. 

NEW APPROACH 
LAUNCHED FOR 
AUTOMATIC FIRE  
ALARM RESPONSE  
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
(MAWWFRS) launched a new approach to its 
response to Automatic Fire Alarm (AFA) calls, 
effective from July 1st, 2024. This strategic 
initiative aims to optimise resource allocation, 
reduce unnecessary disruptions, and enhance 
overall efficiency in our emergency response.

Automatic Fire Alarms (AFAs) are designed to 
detect the presence of smoke or flames and alert 
individuals to potential fire hazards. However, 
statistics show that the majority of signals from 
these systems are indeed false alarms, often 
triggered by (but not limited to) cooking fumes, dust, 
or inadequate maintenance.

In light of this, from July 1st, 2024, MAWWFRS no 
longer responds to AFA calls, except in specific 
circumstances including residential premises, 
nursing and care homes, and premises subject to 
fire safety prohibition or enforcement notices.

WATCH OUR VIDEO

READ MORE

FULL ARTICLE

APRIL

Large Fire in Waterston Industrial Estate 

At 11.09am on Monday, April 15th, the Milford 
Haven, Pembroke Dock, Narberth, Fishguard, 
Carmarthen, Tenby and Haverfordwest crews were 
called to an incident at a commercial premises in 
the Waterston Industrial Estate, Milford Haven. 

READ MORE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CKtMMW6rtI
Incident: Large Fire in Waterston Industrial Estate
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/cym/ystafell-newyddion/digwyddiad-tan-mawr-yn-ystad-ddiwydiannol-waterston/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/cym/ystafell-newyddion/dathlu-150-mlynedd-o-r-gwasanaeth-tan-ac-achub-yn-y-drenewydd/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/your-safety/business-fire-safety/false-fire-alarms-from-automatic-fire-alarms/


MAY
PROTECTING WILDLIFE 
AND THE COUNTRYSIDE 
FROM FIRE THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIP WORKING
We worked closely with Wardens from 
Bannau Brycheiniog National Park, as well 
as landowners and graziers, to cut firebreaks 
ahead of the summer months. 

Every year fire is responsible for the destruction of 
thousands of hectares of countryside, open space 
and wildlife habitats, and team members from 
MAWWFRS and Bannau Brycheiniog cut firebreaks 
across the Mynydd Du range.

Firebreaks are essential elements in protecting 
wildlife and the countryside from wildfires.  They 

are strategically placed gaps or cleared areas in 
vegetation that are designed to impede the spread 
of fire.  By creating a barrier, firebreaks help prevent 
wildfires from engulfing vast areas of land, thereby 
safeguarding wildlife habitats and minimising 
damage to the natural environment.

Not only do they slow the spread of wildfires, 
firebreaks also serve as access points for firefighters, 
allowing them to better control and extinguish fires 
before they escalate.

READ MORE

MID AND WEST WALES FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
FORMS PART OF THE LARGEST EVER UK FIRE AND 
RESCUE SERVICE CONVOY
Nine personnel from Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service volunteered their time to 
deliver three fire engines and equipment to Ukraine as part of the largest ever UK Fire and 
Rescue Service convoy.  
 
The scale of the convoy was unprecedented, which comprised of 33 fire and rescue vehicles, two mechanics 
vehicles and more than 2,800 pieces of equipment that was donated by UK Fire and Rescue Services (FRSs) 
and supported by the Home Office.

Ukrainian fire and rescue services have been decimated by the impact of the war and the demands placed 
upon them have skyrocketed.

Student Accommodation Fire in Swansea 
City Centre 

On Sunday, May 6th, the Swansea West, 
Swansea Central, Morriston (one appliance 
and turntable ladder), Port Talbot (two 
appliances and water carrier), Gorseinon, 
Neath, Pontardawe, Pontarddulais and 
Carmarthen crews were called to an incident 
on New Cut Road, Swansea city centre. 
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https://bannau.wales/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-student-accommodation-fire-in-swansea-city-centre/


FULL ARTICLE

WELSH FIREFIGHTER 
CHALLENGE 2024
On June 1st, Firefighters from across the UK 
gathered in Swansea Marina to take part 
in the Welsh Firefighter Challenge, which 
is part of the regional race of the British 
Firefighter Challenge. 
 
Organised by Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service (MAWWFRS), the Welsh Firefighter 
Challenge helped to raise important funds for The 
Fire Fighters Charity, which supports the mental 
wellbeing and physical health of all serving and 
retired members of the UK’s fire family.

The event, which sold out in a record time of 8 
hours, took part at a new location for this year at 
the Dylan Thomas Square, Swansea Marina. The 
Square was filled with spectators from start to 
finish throughout the entire day. Luckily the sun 
was shining which made it great for spectators but 
also that much tougher for the contestants. 

JUNE CHIEF FIRE OFFICER 
AWARDED KING’S FIRE 
SERVICE MEDAL
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service’s 
Chief Fire Officer Roger Thomas was recognised 
in the King’s Birthday Honours for his commitment 
to the Fire and Rescue Service.

Announced on June 15th 2024, Chief Fire Officer 
Thomas received the King’s Fire Service Medal which 
is awarded for distinguished service.

On receiving his award, Chief Fire Officer Thomas 
said;

“I am both humbled and delighted to be receiving 
this prestigious award.  I recognise that this award 
is testament to the incredible people who work for 
Mid and West Wales FRS – our operational staff 
who risk their lives to ensure the safety of others, 
our Control Room staff who receive 999 calls 
and deploy resources, prevention and protection 
officers who reduce risk in our communities and 

our corporate staff who support our core functions.  
I am extremely proud to work for such a highly 
respected and proud organisation.

I also want to recognise my family. They too have 
made significant sacrifices to support me both 
personally and professionally.”

FULL ARTICLE

READ MORE

Brecon Firefighters Rescue Trapped Lamb 

On Wednesday, June 19th the crew from 
Brecon Fire Station came to the rescue of 
a lamb that had become stuck in a 6 feet 
deep ditch in Llanfaes, Brecon. 
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/welsh-firefighter-challenge-2024/
https://welshfirefighterchallenge.co.uk/
https://www.britishfirefighterchallenge.co.uk/
https://www.britishfirefighterchallenge.co.uk/
https://welshfirefighterchallenge.co.uk/
https://welshfirefighterchallenge.co.uk/
https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/
https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/chief-fire-officer-awarded-king-s-fire-service-medal/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-brecon-firefighters-rescue-trapped-lamb-1/


JULY
FIRE CADETS  
CHALLENGE 2024 
On Sunday, July 21st, teams of young people 
from across Wales gathered at Cardiff Gate 
Training and Development Centre for the 
annual Fire Cadets Challenge.  

12 teams from South Wales and one team from Mid 
and West Wales competed in firefighting-related 
challenges to earn the accolade of Fire Cadets 
Challenge winners – and the competition was stiff 
from the off. 

The Fire Cadets programme offers young people a 
unique insight into working within an emergency 
service. Treated as young trainee Firefighters, they 
are taught the basic skills required in the line of duty 
through participating in activities at their local fire 
stations at weekly drill nights with their respective 
units. These skills are then put to the test every year 
at the Cadets Challenge. 

The challenges included: 

• Home Fire Safety Check 
• Equipment Assembly 
• Trauma Challenge 
• BA Crawl ways 
• Team Activity 
• Presentation 
• Combination Drill 

Whilst the criteria varied from task to task, teams 
were judged on their overall speed, communication 
skills, encouragement of their teammates, 
presentation, teamwork, and general technique.   

READ MORE

THE SERVICE’S NEWEST 
WHOLETIME FIREFIGHTERS 
On Thursday, July 25th, a Graduation Ceremony 
and Passing Out Parade was held by Mid and West 
Wales Fire and Rescue Service (MAWWFRS) for 
the latest cohort of Wholetime Firefighters.

Held at the Service’s Earlswood Training Centre, the 
event was an opportunity to reflect on and celebrate 
the amazing achievements of the 12 individuals in 
the company of their friends and families. Known 
collectively as Squad 02/24 - they completed their 
14-week Wholetime training course.

Following an extensive recruitment process where a 
variety of challenges were met as part of a rigorous 

selection process, Squad 02/24 began their 14-week 
residential course on April 17th.  Since then, they 
have each developed the initial skills and attributes 
needed to undertake their new roles as Wholetime 
Firefighters.

The Ceremony included the Parade of Recruits, 
where they were joined by the Service’s Ceremonial 
Colour Party, and an Inspection of the Recruits by 
Chief Fire Officer Roger Thomas KFSM, Chair of Mid 
and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority Councillor 
Gwynfor Thomas and Watch Manager and Instructor, 
Phil O’Shea.  Several Drill Yard Displays were then 
held to fully illustrate the emergency response skills 
each member of the Squad has developed during 
their training, which were followed by a Presentation 
of Certificates and Awards.

Barn Fire in Eglwyswrw 

On Thursday, July 11th, Mid and West Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service crews from Crymych, 
Cardigan and Milford Haven Fire Stations were 
called to an incident in Eglwyswrw. 
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-barn-fire-in-eglwyswrw/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/about-us/ceremonial-colour-party/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/about-us/ceremonial-colour-party/


AUGUST

MULTI-AGENCY TRAINING 
EXERCISE AT MID-WALES 
AIRPORT IN WELSHPOOL 
A large-scale training exercise was held at the 
Mid-Wales Airport in Welshpool, organised by 
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
(MAWWFRS).

The training exercise, named ‘Look to the Sky’, 
involved a multi-agency response including Dyfed-
Powys Police, the Welsh Ambulance Services Trust, 
airport staff and several MAWWFRS crews. 

The exercise allowed the opportunity to simulate 
a realistic emergency scenario which involved two 
planes colliding at an airshow and crash landing 
in the parking and spectator areas.  The simulated 
emergency included mobilising several emergency 
response vehicles and personnel, establishing 
command centres and conducting search and 
rescue operations.

FULL ARTICLE

READ MORE

Fire at Mumbles Pier 

On Saturday, August 17th, Mid and West Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service crews from Swansea 
West, Swansea Central, Morriston, Gorseinon, 
Pontarddulais and Port Talbot Fire Stations 
were called to an incident at Mumbles Pier.   
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/multi-agency-training-exercise-at-mid-wales-airport-in-welshpool/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-fire-at-mumbles-pier/


SERVICE STAFF 
COMPLETED THE  
WELSH THREE PEAKS 
CHALLENGE! 
In September, 14 members of Mid and West 
Wales Fire and Rescue Service (MAWWFRS) 
took on the Welsh Three Peaks Challenge, 
climbing Pen y Fan, Snowdon and Cader Idris 
within 24 hours.  
 
With a mix of operational and non-operational staff 
the challenge included a total walking distance of 
17 miles and an ascent of 2,334 metres, all in aid 
of raising vital funds and awareness for the Fire 
Fighters Charity and Swyn Y Gwynt - Hywel Dda 
Health Charities. 

The challenge tested their abilities and did not come 
without its obstacles, but the whole team completed 
the challenge in a very impressive 17 hours and have 

raised £789 for their chosen charities. Firefighter 
Josh Herman one of the participants pushed 
the challenge one step further by wearing full 
firefighting kit and breathing apparatus on his back 
for the duration! 

FULL ARTICLE

THE SERVICE RAISES 
£166,297 FOR THE FIRE 
FIGHTERS CHARITY! 
Over the last year, Mid and West Wales Fire 
and Rescue Service raised a staggering 
£166,297 for the Fire Fighters Charity!

This money has been raised due to the incredible 
efforts of the Service’s operational and support staff, 
who have taken part in various fundraising events 
and challenges, Fire Station car washes and Open 
Days. 

The Fire Fighters Charity offers lifelong support to 
the mental, physical and social well-being of serving 
and retired Firefighters, their families, and other 
Fire and Rescue Service personnel.  Founded in 
1943, the Charity is funded through donations and 
fundraising events by Fire and Rescue Services, and 
it is an essential resource for those who dedicate 
their lives to protecting others. 

Dog Rescue in West Wales

On Tuesday, September 10th, the Mid and 
West Wales Fire and Rescue Service crew from 
Haverfordwest Fire Station rescued Doby, a 
two-year-old dog that had run away from his 
owner while on a walk and became stuck on the 
other side of a bog.  

READ MORE

SEPTEMBER

FULL ARTICLE
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https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/
https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/
https://hywelddahealthcharities.nhs.wales/support-us/
https://hywelddahealthcharities.nhs.wales/support-us/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/mawwfrs-staff-complete-welsh-three-peaks-challenge/
https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-dog-rescue-in-haverfordwest/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/mid-and-west-wales-fire-and-rescue-service-raises-166-297-for-the-fire-fighters-charity/


LIFE-SAVING BLEED 
CONTROL KITS 
INTRODUCED TO 
DEFIBRILLATOR UNITS  
In October, the crew at Pontardawe Fire 
Station welcomed the High Sheriff of West 
Glamorgan, Melanie James JP, to launch the 
introduction of Critical Bleed Control (CBC) 
kits to several Mid and West Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service (MAWWFRS) sites. 

Following on from the introduction of lifesaving 
public access defibrillators (PAD) at 23 Fire 
Stations earlier this year, seven CBC kits have been 
integrated into selected PAD cabinets.  

The kits have been designed to be easy to use and 
include military-grade equipment - such as gloves, 
dressings and a tourniquet - and the instructions 
needed to control blood loss and prevent a person 
from bleeding out.  A person can die from blood 
loss in as little as three to five minutes. 

The initiative is being led by the High Sheriff of 
West Glamorgan, Melanie James JP, in partnership 
with Heartbeat Trust UK and The Daniel Baird 
Foundation.  Recently, a £10,000 grant has been 
secured from Swansea Council to fund 100 kits to 
be housed in Swansea’s existing network of PADs. 

FULL ARTICLE

WOMEN IN THE FIRE 
SERVICE CYMRU 2024 
Women in the Fire Service were back 
once again with this year’s development 
programme. Hosted for the first time in 
Wales by South Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service, the all Wales regional event 
took place at the Cardiff Gate Training & 
Development Centre. 

The aim of the event was to inspire females, to 
display and encourage role models and create 
a supportive network for future progression and 
development. 

The event was held over two days and was a jam-
packed programme of practical and interactive 
workshops, guest speakers and keynotes as well as 
fitness activities and much more. 

FULL ARTICLE

OCTOBER

Train Collision near Llanbrynmair 

On Monday, October 21st, Mid and West Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service crews from Newtown 
and Machynlleth Fire Stations were called to an 
incident near Llanbrynmair in Powys.  

READ MORE
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https://mawwfire-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/lifesaving-community-defibrillators-installed-at-fire-stations
https://mawwfire-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/lifesaving-community-defibrillators-installed-at-fire-stations
http://www.heartbeattrustuk.co.uk/
https://controlthebleed.org.uk/
https://controlthebleed.org.uk/
https://www.swansea.gov.uk/Criticalbleedkitlaunch?lang=en
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/life-saving-bleed-control-kits-introduced-to-defibrillator-units/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/women-in-the-fire-service-cymru-2024/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-train-collision-near-llanbrynmair/


FIREFIGHTER REACHED 
THE SUMMIT OF AMA 
DABLAM  
Rhys Fitzgerald, an On-Call Firefighter based at 
Kidwelly Fire Station, reached the summit of Ama 
Dablam.  

As part of his preparation for climbing to the summit 
of Mount Everest next year, Rhys is currently taking 
part in several climbs and challenges, including 
climbing the 6,812 metres to the main peak of Ama 
Dablam, located in the eastern Himalayan range in 
Nepal. 

FULL ARTICLE

THE SERVICE REMAINS 
COMMITTED TO WHITE 
RIBBON 
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
(MAWWFRS) continue our committed support 
to ending male violence against women by 
supporting White Ribbon UK. 

White Ribbon UK is the leading charity engaging men 
and boys to prevent violence against women and girls. 

As a Service we have taken a stand to end all 
male violence against women by recognising and 
supporting the White Ribbon Campaign.  

FULL ARTICLE

NOVEMBER

Grass Fire in St Ishmaels Caused by Fireworks 

On Thursday, October 31st, the Mid and West 
Wales Fire and Rescue Service crew from Milford 
Haven Fire Station responded to a grass fire across 
approximately 180 metres of cliff face. 

READ MORE
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/firefighter-reaches-summit-of-ama-dablam/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/mawwfrs-remains-committed-to-white-ribbon/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-grass-fire-in-st-ishmaels-caused-by-fireworks/


 #SAFETYACTUALLY 
CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN 
This December, Mid and West Wales Fire 
and Rescue Service is bringing a festive 
twist to fire and safety awareness with the 
launch of #SafetyActually—a Christmas 
campaign inspired by the well-known 
Christmas film, ‘Love Actually’, designed to 
help keep you and your loved ones safe this 
festive season.

Throughout the month of December, we recreated 
iconic moments from “Love Actually” with a safety 
message, offering practical tips on kitchen safety, 
fire prevention, winter driving, tips and advice, 
all wrapped up in festive fun. From “lighting up 
the season” safely to ensuring your home is fire-
safe, #SafetyActually is your go-to source for 
essential Christmas safety advice. 

FULL ARTICLE

FULL ARTICLE

‘BURN TO PROTECT’ 
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 
The Wales Wildfire Board are encouraging 
farmers and landowners to #BurnToProtect the 
Welsh countryside this burn season. 

Recognising that fire has been part of the natural 
ecology of upland and some lowland environments for 
many thousands of years and that it is also one of the 
oldest land-management tools, used for agriculture, 
game management and, more recently, wildlife 
conservation management, the Wales Wildfire Board 
are encouraging farmers and landowners to work in 
collaboration with their local Fire Service, National 
Resources Wales and Unions to ensure they are 
burning responsibly and safely. 

Farmers and Landowners can burn heather, grass, 
bracken, and gorse from 1 October up until 15 March 
(up to 31 March in Upland areas), however, they must 
have a Burn Plan in place to ensure they are burning 
safely. 

DECEMBER

Fatal House Fire in Drefach 

On Wednesday, December 11th, Mid and 
West Wales Fire and Rescue Service crews 
from Tregaron, Lampeter, Aberaeron and 
Aberystwyth Fire Stations responded to a two-
storey, domestic property, that was well alight 
on their arrival and fully involved in fire.  

READ MORE
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https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/safetyactually-christmas-campaign/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/burntoprotect-launch/
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/newsroom/incident-fatal-house-fire-in-drefach/


www.mawwfire.gov.uk

#EichGTACGC
#YourMAWWFRS
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